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Hidden A buses in the Church: Breaking the Cycle
By Dr. Dale Ryan, Assistant Professor o f  Recovery Ministry
For generations the Christian community has largely avoided 
the issue of abuse. For that reason, making it a priority to pay at­
tention to abuse is not likely to be easy or painless. Doing just 
about anything will involve controversy and resistance. Change, 
however, is possible. The Christian community does not need to 
be a part of the problem. It can be part of the solution. There are 
things we can stop doing that will help. And there are also some 
things we can start doing that would make a difference.
Let’s begin with a few things we can stop doing. First, we can 
stop presuming that being a Christian gives us immunity from be­
ing either an abuser or an abused person. There is no such im­
munity. Abuse is a huge problem, and it is our problem. We need 
to take full ownership of the problem of abuse—it is not just a 
problem for people ‘out there.’
Secondly, we can stop our silence about abuse. There are lots 
of understandable reasons for not talking about abuse. Abuse is 
confusing, terrifying, and disorganizing. But these are not good 
enough reasons for our silence. We need to become the kind of 
people—and the kind of communities—that have a robust capacity 
for speaking about things that are difficult to talk about.
Thirdly, we can stop reframing abuse narratives in order to pro­
tect abusers. The most recent public example of this dynamic was 
James Dobson’s initial response to the evidence that Rep. Mark 
Foley had acted in clearly abusive ways toward an underage con­
gressional intern. On the October 6, 2006 broadcast of “Focus on 
the Family,” Dobson condemned what he called the “affair” but 
said, “As it turns out, Mr. Foley has had illicit sex with no one 
that we know of, and the whole thing turned out to be what some 
people are now saying was a—sort of a joke by the boy and some 
of the other pages.” In this narrative there is no abuse. It was just 
a prank. Foley didn’t do anything. It was something the boys did. 
This is a classic example of reframing abuse in an attempt to mini­
mize its significance. The cost of such an attempt to reframe the 
abuse is, however, quite high. Because Dr. Dobson is a leader in 
the Christian community his words will add a layer of spiritual 
abuse on top of the other forms of abuse which Mr. Foley’s victims 
have already experienced. And the probable damage done does not 
end there. Imagine how this kind of comment affects people who 
work at Focus on the Family. Or how it affects people in churches 
who strongly identify with this ministry. What sort of response
Continued on page 9
I’m a talker; I just am. I may be timid with new people but 
once I’m around my close friends nothing can stop me. That’s 
why I’m always a little insulted when the words “silence is 
golden” flash on the movie screen before the previews 
start. Is a movie really worth watching if you can’t 
make side-bar commentary along the way?
Okay, I realize that most people do not enjoy 
my witty quips while watching a movie and 
that silence is a good thing because it helps 
protect the communal experience of movie­
going. But truthfully, is silence always 
golden in every situation? ^
In the area of abuse, it 
seems as if the Church has 
adopted the motto that “si- > 
lence is golden.” There is a 
biblical precedent for silence. In 
Proverbs 17:27-28 it says, “He 
who restrains his words has j  
knowledge... [and] even 
a fool, when he keeps si­
lent, is considered 
wise.”
But I wonder if in our quest to be wise, we have also be­
come cowardly? Yes, admitting to abuse in the Church means 
admitting that Christians do abusive things just as much as 
the world does. But it also means we are committed to heal­
ing these wounds in the open.
There’s an old song by the Tremoloes that says 
“Silence is golden but my eyes’ still see. Silence is 
golden, golden. But my eyes still see.” Those lines, 
while simple, speak volumes. Even if we’re not 
talking about it, we still see abuse happen­
ing in the Church. If we remain silent, we 
risk becoming a part of the cycle of abuse 
ourselves. Abuse happens in the darkest cor­
ners of the Church; we must use our voice to 
call the abused and the abuser out of isola­
tion and deal with these issues. “Silence 
is not always golden-sometimes it is 
just plain yellow.”
Í v \ / Ì ~Michelle Harwell 
SEMI Editor
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® 3 l m i Dear Editor:
T he G ospel of Judas
T he N ot-So-Radical Gospel o r  Judas
I want to thank 
Stasi McAteer for 
her well-formulated 
and stimulating cri­
tique of my remarks 
about the relation­
ship of Justice and 
Mercy in my Fes­
tival of Beginnings 
address. There is 
much in what she
says that I resonate deeply with. The great 
hymn puts it well: “There’s a wideness 
in God’s mercy like the wideness of the 
sea.” And it may be that I, like Spurgeon, 
put the case in a way that makes too much 
of a conflict between Justice and Mercy- 
a conflict that Stasi also suggests in her 
insistence that it is Mercy who wins out 
over Justice in the end.
For all of that, though, I still am not 
convinced by her moving re-telling of the 
story of the dialogue between Justice and 
Mercy. Consider how we might view the
extreme case of, say, an Adolf Hitler in 
the light of her version. Hitler arrives at 
the heavenly gates, and claims admission 
on the grounds that he has heard that Mer­
cy has triumphed over Justice in the final 
accounting. But a subgroup of the poor 
and the oppressed, folks that Stasi as a 
follower of Jesus obviously cares deeply 
about-these folks are also present. These 
particular witnesses are the Jews whom 
Hitler’s minions sent to the gas chambers, 
and they have been crying out for many 
years “How long, O Lord? How long?” 
Both Justice and Mercy have heard their 
cries, and they join hands to announce 
to Hitler a verdict which they both fully 
endorse. Claiming Mercy is not enough, 
they tell him. Nor is simply pointing to 
the example of enemy-forgiving love dis­
played on Calvary. Each of us must re­
spond to the transaction that took place 
on the Cross, where in a profoundly mys­
terious way the debt for sin was paid for 
all who acknowledge their sin and cry out 
for a Mercy that works hand-in-hand with 
Justice, pleading for a salvation that we 
could never accomplish for ourselves.
This is how it goes, for Hitler and for 
all of us: “If we confess our sins, he who 
is faithful—and just!—will forgive us our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous­
ness” (I John 1: 9).
Dr. Richard Mouw
‘SE.MI
V -  ' S  connecting the- c' e ampus
crea tin g  dia logue.
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Children on the M argins: Worthy of Our Care
By Deborah Tepley
plight of female children in Latin America. On Thursday, Dr. Su- 
j san Greener will be presenting holistic models for working with 
children at risk globally. Dr. Jude Tiersma Watson, co-editor of 
1 tv.«. c,nA g/i l nves thp C.itv. will be sneaking on children and
For more information on the Missiology Lectures (Nov. 8-9th) see the 1 
Display Advertisement on page 11.
Bryant Myers contends, “understanding the situation of children 
and youth in the world is a significant blind spot in Christian mis­
sion.”1 Survival is a challenge for many children around the world, 
who daily have to face extreme poverty, disease, war, prostitution, 
abuse, and slave labor. The statistics are bleak: globally, there are 
currently 300,000 child soldiers, 10 million child refugees, 13 mil­
lion internally displaced children, and between 10 and 100 million 
street children. An estimated 1.2 million children are trafficked
urban ministry. Panel discussions, moderated by Dr. Doug McCo­
nnell, Dean of SIS, will be held both afternoons in the Geneva 
Room from 3-4pm. See brochures for further information on the 
lectures and speakers.
2. Be informed. Resources like UNICEF’s State o f the World s 
Children 2006 (which can be downloaded from UNICEF’s web­
site, www.viva.org, and www.tearfund.org) are a great start.
3. Take a class. Fuller offers a variety of classes that deal with
r' “Myers sums up that the world’s children ‘are not doing very well. 
Most of them live in the developing world and are ‘often hungry, sick, and 
brutally exploited.’ Children are also in crisis here in our own backyard.”
every year and 2.1 million children are infected with HIV. In sub- 
Saharan Africa, about 12 million children have been orphaned due 
to AIDS.2 Myers sums up that the world’s children “are not doing 
very well.” Most of them live in the developing world and are “of­
ten hungry, sick, and brutally exploited.”3
Children are also in crisis here in our own backyard. Jude Tiers- 
ma Watson, Associate Professor of Urban Mission, has been liv­
ing and working in inner city Los Angeles since 1989. Tiersma 
Watson’s home is “ ... where some of the most at-risk kids are 
homeboys covered in gang tattoos, packing guns, and recruiting 
younger kids into gangs.”4
What can be done to aid children at risk, both at home and 
abroad? It is our responsibility to seek and find ways to serve the 
needs of vulnerable children at risk. Here are some things that you 
can do:
1. Attend Fuller’s Missiology Lectures on Nov. 8-9. This year, 
four speakers who have significant experience with children will 
be dealing with the topic “Children and the Mission of God. 
Sponsored by SIS, the missiology lectures will provide an incred­
ible opportunity for Fuller students to learn more about the sub­
ject of children at risk as well as what we can do in response. Dr. 
Bryant Myers, Professor of Transformational Development and 
author of both Working with the Poor and Walking with the Poor, 
will be lecturing on the church’s responsibility to children during 
Fuller’s chapel service on Wednesday. Dr. Desiree Segura-April, 
an adjunct professor at Fuller, Asbury and Universidad Cristiana 
Internacional ESEPA in Costa Rica, will follow, presenting on the
1. Bryant L. Myers, “State o f  the World’s Children: Critical Challenge to Chris­
tian Mission,” IBMR, July 1994,98.
2. Sources: Population Reference Bureau, 2006 World Population Data Sheet; 
UNICEF, State o f the World’s Children 2006; http://www.un.org/special-rep/chil- 
dren-armed-conflict/index.html; http://www.unicef.org/sowc06/profiles/street.php, 
http://www.unicef.org/sowc06/profiles/trafficking.php.
3. Myers, “State,” 102.
4. Jude Tiersma Watson, “We Have Forgotten that We Belong to Each Other, 
Theology, News & Notes, Fall 2005, Vol. 52, No. 3 ,2 4 .
the topic of children at risk, and the SIS offers a Children at Risk 
concentration. Contact your academic advisor or the SIS academic 
advising office for further information (584-5260).
4. Get involved. There are a variety of conferences, projects, 
volunteer opportunities, and other ways that you can learn about 
and serve children at risk. For more information, contact Jennifer 
van Heijzen, Fuller’s Children at Risk Program Coordinator, at 
jivvh@hotmail.com. Also, watch future issues of the SEMI.
5. Think holistically. A more holistic approach is necessary if 
Christian workers are to truly make a difference in the lives of 
children. Greener identifies four specific areas that need to be ad­
dressed in the lives of children for “redemptive and healthy de­
velopment”: the spiritual, physical, socio-emotional and cogni­
tive.5 Overall, “Programs that combine interventions to address 
children’s needs holistically are more effective than programs that 
address an isolated area of development.”6
6. Remember that it is our responsibility to care for children. We 
can only be truly effective in ministering to children at risk when 
we recognize that they are our children. Tiersma Watson writes, 
“When I first moved into my neighborhood, I came with the idea 
of serving children at risk and their families. Far more compelling 
to me now is knowing we belong to each other, and that together 
we belong to God.”7
5 . Susan Greener, Holistic Ministry to Children at Risk: Application Based 
on Biblical Principles and Sound Social Science, Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, 1-3.
6 . Ibid., 1.
7 . Tiersma Watson, “Belong,” 26.
Deborah is working on finishing up her MA in 
Cross-Cultural Studies. She would eventually like 
to be a karoake jockey, live in Paris and acquire 
multiple cats.
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D ivorce H urts
By Laura Rector
I never knew what a huge role my father played in my life until 
I moved to California and he wasn’t around to help me. If my car 
needed repairs, he would take it to the local body shop. If I needed 
help moving, Dad did it. If I wanted to watch UK basketball games, 
then I had built-in company with Daddy—first learning about the 
sport curled up on the couch beside him, eager to point out Kenny 
Walker’s goggles. Let’s not forget the role he played in my early 
childhood, fostering a young imagination with tents made from 
blankets and making sure I was reading-ready by wearing out the 
pages of Stone Soup at my insistence.
What do memories of Dad have to do with “abuse” in the church 
though? Sometimes the biggest abuse of the church isn’t what the 
church does; it’s what the church fails to do. We’re apathetic to jus­
tice issues, particularly if it means making tough choices. Perhaps 
we care, but we don’t move beyond “feelings” to “actions.”
Every day many American children are growing up half or­
phaned, and it’s not because of the Iraq War, AIDS, or cancer. It’s 
because their parents give up on marriage and the church is no 
longer doing much about it. The purpose of this article isn’t to 
condemn divorced people. It is to say that such experiences are 
tragic, both for the parents and for their children. Parents grow up 
separated from those God entrusted in their care. Children grow 
up with less security,1 no concrete model for healthy relationships, 
and without one parent or the other in their lives most of the time.
Such children don’t know the protection of a two-parent home
and don’t have happy childhood memories of Daddy (or Mommy 
in some cases) taking care of them. They are also at risk of not 
knowing the Jesus who loves and protects them, because the church 
turns a blind eye to what is the defining event of their lives.
More than 1 million children in the United States will experi­
ence their parents’ divorce this year. At least 25 percent of Amer­
ica’s adult population are children of divorce.2 But the result of 
the divorce will last long past this year. Children of divorce are 
at greater risk for physical and sexual abuse,3 depression,4 early 
sexual activity,5 and poverty.6 These are only a few of the nega­
tive effects children experience as the result of divorce. Elizabeth 
Marquardt reports that in all divorces, children grow up navigating 
two worlds and experiencing a lifetime of inner conflict.7 She also 
reports that they are much more likely to find spirituality outside 
the home.8
The divorce of their parents is the defining tragedy of these chil­
dren’s lives and when it happens, the Church looks away, embar-
Continued on page 9
2. Ibid., xi-xiv.
3. David Popenoe. Life Without Father (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
1999), 66-71
4. http://www.divorcereform.org/psy.html
5. Judith Wallerstein, Julia Lewis, and Sandra Blakeslee, The Unexpected Legacy 
o f Divorce: A 25 Year Landmark Study (New York: Hyperion, 2000), 129.
6. Ron Sider, Just Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming Poverty in America 
(Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1999), 121.
7. Marquardt, Between Two Worlds, 17.
8. Ibid., 139-40.
1. Elizabeth Marquardt, Between Two Worlds: The Inner Lives o f Children of 
Divorce (New York: Crown Publishers, 2005), 65.
Educating the Church on A busive Behavior
By Kimberlie Zakarian
As a teen I remember hearing about a man in the Church who 
beat his kids. I did not believe the accusations against this man be­
cause he was part of the worship team. As I grew older, I realized 
Christians are people; fallen and capable of making mistakes and 
engaging in abuse.
A few years later, I learned of another man who had been ac­
cused of molesting a child outside of the church. No one checked 
into these allegations. It seemed to go without saying that they 
were false, given that he was in ministry.
Once I was married and had children of my own 
who attended a pre-school, I found the direc-






dentally missed his rear end, slapping his upper thigh. Another 
mom used a rubber spatula to spank her child, as had been taught 
in a parenting class at her church.
I remember thinking these were loving parents who cared for 
their children. They simply had not been educated about the laws 
of their state-spanking was only permitted with an open hand on 
the derrière. Half a dozen parents were reported in a two month 
span.
As a pastor I began to reflect upon the fact that a philosophy of 
education should be implemented within the church. People need 
to know what the laws are and how to put them into practice. The 
church needs to come alongside individuals who are willing to 
learn and, with grace, educate them.
I have had the opportunity to execute this by teaching parenting 
classes, which our church opens to the public. Through curricu­
lum, personal illustrations, and question and answer times, numer­
ous groups of people began to have support in the difficult aspects 
of parenting. This was a way to reach beyond the few who came in 
for pastoral counseling.
My values were put to the test in one of my eight week com­
munity parenting classes when a woman, whom I will call Sue, 
came in off the streets to join our group. We found out she was
Continued on page 8
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How to Run a H ospital
By Dustin Perkins
I have been a youth pastor in Arcadia for over a year now, shep­
herding a pretty diverse flock. Our kids range from a low-income, 
sexually abused student to an affluent, college-bound student 
whose parents have been happily married for over 25 years. But 
I have found that all these students, regardless of race or social 
class, share one thing in common: abuse. While one child may 
have a nonexistent family, living without any semblance of struc­
ture or boundaries in simple “survival mode,” the other tirelessly 
attempts to live up to impossible expectations, maintaining a fa­
cade of perfection while inwardly crumbling from the pressure to 
succeed. Both have been abused.
What, then, do I do? Will these students’ deep needs be met by 
a weekly diet of praise services and Sunday School? Or do they 
need something more? These are questions I must answer to suc­
cessfully cultivate the life of Christ in these students. Last Spring, I 
took a course which humbly and honestly addressed these thoughts 
and more: Pastoral Care and Abuse. Though it was only an option 
to fulfill my MIN5 requirement, I feel strongly that every MDiv 
student should take this course. This class, taught by Dale Ryan, 
inspired and deeply affected me-so much that I petitioned the SOT 
Dean to make this a universal requirement for the Master of Divin­
ity degree at Fuller.
It was in this course where I learned three basic, yet indispens­
able insights which my spirit will carry for the rest of my career. 
First, abuse is everywhere. Dr. Ryan took care to highlight abuse 
across the life span, demonstrating that neglect and abuse can be 
experienced by people in all stages of life, from the cradle to the 
nursing home. He also opened our eyes to the pervasive but some­
times ambiguous nature of abuse, exposing the grey areas of the 
popular definitions which we (blindly) rely upon to legally define 
abuse and convict abusers. That particular lesson helped me come 
to grips with an event in my own childhood and for the first time 
understand the role of abuse in my development.
Second, abuse is one of the grandest and most effective of Sa­
tan’s tools to torture, inhibit, and bind God’s treasured possessions. 
How many people have refused to embrace God’s love simply be­
cause they didn’t think they deserved it? Worse, how many people 
have pushed God himself away because they identified him with 
their abuser? Even followers of Christ can be consistently held 
back from obeying his commands due to perceived inadequacy, 
acerbic judgmentalism, or rampant depression which stem from 
abusive experiences.
Finally, the Church can either exacerbate the problem or offer a 
unique solution. Dr. Ryan’s numerous stories about real churches 
dealing with abuse (or not) both disappointed me and gave me 
hope. On the one hand, I learned from Dr. Ryan about the con­
demnation or neglect which believers oftentimes heap upon those 
who are already tired and broken. On the other hand, I heard of 
simple ways that churches have been able to speak life and healing 
into the abused of their congregation. One pastor wondered how 
to fight this menacing beast within the confines of his church’s 
restrictive bureaucracy. At Dr. Ryan’s suggestion, he added one 
sentence to his Sunday welcome: “If you’ve been abused, we es­
pecially welcome you and hope you find this to be a place of real 
healing.” That simple statement spoke volumes to the hurting of
that congregation.
Jesus said, “it is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” 
The Church, a.k.a. God’s manifestation of his Kingdom on earth, 
needs to be a haven, an emergency triage unit, and a hospital for 
those plagued with soul-sickness. Unfortunately, it seems that 
many of us would prefer to share a pew with a beaming, healthy, 
every-day-with-Jesus-is-better-than-the-last congregant than the 
broken, weeping, frightened, and abused. Dr. Ryan learned that if 
you want to start a handbell choir, you can find books, networks, 
and seemingly boundless resources to aid you; but if you try to start 
a ministry to facilitate recovery from abuse, you’re on your own. 
Which is more essential to the Church’s mission? You decide.
Though I am not confident that I can now swoop in like Rambo 
and instantly cut down the demon of abuse with a recovery min­
istry machine gun, I feel like I’ve got a place to start. Pastoral 
Care and Abuse taught me the basics of how to run a hospital, also 
known as the body of Christ.
Dustin is a 2nd year M Div student whose time as 
a youth pastor to the unchurched has taught him the 
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By Dr. D avid Scholer
I will never forget a warm summer day in the early 1970s when 
I first encountered the reality of spousal abuse in the church. The 
wife of one of my best friends in seminary, who then pastored 
a large church in the Boston area, came to me that day to show 
me how black and blue her arms were. I was concerned, but then 
shaken and shocked when she said to me: “My husband did this;
he beats me, humiliates me, reads pornographic literature and then 
preaches each Sunday from his magnificent pulpit.”
I began a journey that day which still continues in my life. My 
convictions about men and women in the church made clear to me 
that I needed to learn about the reality of spousal (predominately, 
but not exclusively, carried out by men) abuse in the church. It has
b
1
affected deeply the course I teach on “Women, the Bible and 
the Church,” for I believe this reality and the traditional silence 
of the church on this issue actually affects the way many tra­
ditionalists read the Bible. Further, this concern has given me 
the privilege of listening to countless female students recount 
stories of this shame and sadness in their families and has 
made me, I deeply hope, a more sensitive, understanding 
person who can participate in the “redemption” of lives 
so scarred by this reality.
Believe it or not, a Bible was published in London 
in 1549 (a new edition of the 1537 Matthew’s Bible) 
by a J. Daye. He provided many notes and at 1 Pe­
ter 3.7 wrote (English updated): “And if she [one’s 
wife] be not obedient and helpful to him [the hus­
band], [he should] endeavor to beat the fear of God 
into her head....” This is unique in Bibles, I am sure, 
but it reflects something with a long tradition in the 
church.
The revered Augustine in his Confessions (9.9) 
praised his mother’s (Monica) submission to her 
pagan husband Patricius, even though that meant 
she had to endure abuse of various kinds from her 
husband. Augustine one time wrote to Ecdicia (Let­
ter 262), who was married to a Christian man who 
abused her. He was sorry for the abuse, but chided her 
for not being properly submissive to the wishes of her 
husband.
“Augustine one time wrote to Ecdicia (Letter 262), who was 
married to a Christian man who abused her. He was 
sorry for the abuse, but chided her for not being properly 
submissive to the wishes o f her husband.”
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Christian male leader who talks publicly in support of spousal 
abuse, but there are (far too) many who teach a submission that 
never'takes account of this reality and who counsel women who 
receive abuse that it is their biblical duty to endure it. I remain 
struck by the fact that John Piper and Wayne Grudem’s 1991 book 
Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood: A Response to 
Evangelical Feminism barely addresses the issue of the abuse of 
wives. Given the Fourth Affirmation in the official statement of 
the Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood about the way 
that men have abused their God-given authority over women (ac­
cording to that view), one could expect that their magnum opus 
might have a chapter on spousal abuse. Alas, there is none. There 
are three isolated pages in the over 500 page book that briefly men­
tion the abuse of wives. The book has just been reprinted (2006) 
with a new preface, which comments on what complementarians 
(formerly traditionalists) need to be concerned with now, fifteen 
years after the book’s original publication. There is not a single 
word about spousal abuse.
For those committed to human dignity and the theological con­
victions that both women and men are created in the image of God 
and that in Christ there is neither male and female, the call should 
be clear. We need to speak out within the church at every level 
against the sin and shame of spousal abuse and be defenders of 
those receiving the abuse. We need to limit the reach of abusers 
and direct them to appropriate psychological help.
In particular, we need to support women who have been abused 
by their husbands and let them know that they do not need to tol­
Father, forgive us.
We have taken advantage o f the kindness o f others.
We have misrepresented you to your people and to the 
world.
We have burned those who trusted us with their finances, 
their careers, their families, their dreams, their very lives. 
We have refused tp apologize, even when the fault was cer­
tainly our own.
We have apologized, but only to re gain favor.
We have pretended that things were all right when they were 
horribly wrong.
We have said “get over it” without realizing what we were 
saying.
We have glossed over our own discrepancies in our zeal to 
point out faults in others.
We have guilt-tripped, shamed, and excluded when mercy 
and kindness were possible.
We have tithed out o f our spice racks while spitting in the 
faces o f human beings.
We have used religious language and spiritual veneer to 
persuade others to follow us against their will and yours. 
We have abused “our” volunteers, and driven them to frus­
tration and burnout.
We have clung too tightly to power and authority, and made 
ourselves out to be gods.
We have sought our own glory, and asked that you conform 
to our standards o f greatness.
We have not listened to Jesus’ words, nor followed in his 
p  footsteps.
erate or accept such situations. It is not their duty to submit (ac­
cording to some misguided Christian teachings). In fact, divorce 
is a genuine option for such women. Jesus, in his famous words 
on divorce, as found in Matthew 19.9, “I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality [the Greek term 
is pomeia], and marries another woman commits adultery. Al­
though the text is man-oriented, in the context of divorce passages 
in the Gospels and Paul, it surely applies to both men and women. 
The traditional understanding of porneiais that it refers to specific 
acts of illicit sexual involvement with someone other than one’s 
spouse. It is not a major hermeneutical move to see that abuse of 
a woman by her husband is itself an immoral sexual act included 
in what Jesus’ words consider grounds for divorce (this position 
does cohere with Fuller’s Community Standard on Marriage and 
Divorce, sections III and IV).
In short, the church, and the evangelical church in particular, 
needs to become involved in this issue for the sake of the integrity 
of the gospel and the redemption of the lives of too many broken 
and hurt women—women who reflect God’s image and for whom 
Christ died.
Dr.Scholer is the Associate Dean fo r  the Center 
fo r  Advanced Theological Studies and Profes­
sor o f  New Testament. H e is a specialist on 
women in ministry, and he teaches “Women, 
the Bible and the Church." He is the author o f  
numerous articles on women and ministry in 
the New Testament.
Father, forgive us.
We have taken advantage o f the kindness o f others.
We have defined your church by our negative experiences. 
We have retaliated against those who have hurt us.
We have become what we always hated.
We have waited impatiently for the “l  m sorry, and kept 
records o f wrongs.
We have used our status as victims to gain sympathy and 
manipulate situations.
We have distanced ourselves from those who have publicly 
screwed up, hoping to make ourselves look better by proxy. 
We have seen malice everywhere, and have held others to 
standards by which we would never measure ourselves. 
We have used past wounds as free passes to do whatever we 
wish in the present.
We have let past conflicts with Christian leaders prejudice 
us against all leaders.
We have let past conflicts with followers o f Jesus prevent us 
from forming new bonds.
We have refused to trust, and in doing so, refused to love. 
We have withheld forgiveness and kindness.
We have allowed cynicism and bitterness to sink in.
We have permitted sin and death to have the last word.
Lord, have mercy.
-Mike Work
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The Gallery at Coffee by the Books
By Scott Blasco and Tracy Young
If you’ve wandered into the coffee shop for your caffeine buzz 
any time in the last week, you probably have noticed something 
different.. .actually three somethings different. Where non-descript 
mass-produced art used to hang are now three beautiful multi-me­
dia pieces by Fuller student Danielle Graham.
These pieces kick off the new mini-gallery at Coffee by the 
Books. All year, the walls will host paintings, drawings, tapes­
tries or photographs from Fuller’s talented visual artists, and each 
time the exhibits change, the Arts Concerns Committee will host 
a small reception for the artist. Why bother? We think it’s impor­
tant to showcase the talent and drive we have at Fuller, even in a 
small space, and we think it’s important for people to be able to 
contemplate and enjoy the work of their peers. The gallery is one 
small way we can raise the profile of our working visual artists, 
and highlight what they do.
Danielle Graham’s exhibit, up for a few more weeks, is called 
“Solitude Brings Forth...” These pieces reflect Danielle’s desire 
for a deeper prayer life. “When I take time to sit in stillness before 
God, and when I intentionally focus my attention toward his love, 
grace, and guidance, he allows me to become who I am created to 
be. As a result creative, prayerful vision has welled up within me.” 
Danielle hopes that people can sit with her work and perhaps be 
inspired to deepen their own prayer and spiritual life.
So how can you support the Gallery at Coffee by the Books? First 
of all, give your business to Coffee by the Books! Their generous 
support and provision of wall space makes this gallery possible. So 
buy some coffee, and tell them you love the new art. Second, come
to the occasional artist recep­
tions, which will be advertised 
on campus. These little gath­
erings give you a chance to 
take a closer look at the work, 
and ask questions of the artists 
themselves. Finally, if you are 
a visual artist yourself and are 
interested in displaying work, 
contact our curator, Katrina 
Hiesterman: katrinks23@ya- 
hoo.com.
Be sure to stop by Coffee by 
the Books in the next couple 
of weeks to check out Danielle’s work and grab some java. Any­
one interested in purchasing Danielle’s paintings (those displayed 
or commissions) may contact her at: daniellegraham75@hotmail. 
com.
Scott Blasco and Tracy Young are the Arts Con­
cerns Committee co-chairs. They have little talent 
in the area o f  visual art, but are pretty good at other 
things. You can contact them at artsconcerns@  
gmail.com
Educating Continued from page 4
having trouble making ends meet. We sent 
her home with food and money. Week af­
ter week she came with her four children, 
whom we noticed were disheveled, but fit 
in pretty well with the other children in the 
kid’s program.
It was when we found out that she was 
living in her car with her four children 
that we knew there was a serious problem. 
We did all we could to get her into hous­
ing, but she always had an excuse. I had 
to ask myself the difficult question, “Were 
these children experiencing neglect of their 
needs? Was this abuse?” The answer was 
“yes” to both of these questions. We had to 
report this incident. It was a difficult thing 
to do, but in the end, the children received 
the care they deserved and the mother was 
forced to make better decisions in her life.
As the Church, it is our responsibly to in­
struct people about the laws we have in the 
state we reside in. Individuals from differ­
ent cultures and socio-economic status may 
look at discipline in different ways. They 
need to have the knowledge to make good
and legal decisions. Others look at domes­
tic violence, child abuse, and even moles­
tation, and either justify it, are ignorant of 
its cruelty, or are deliberately indulging in 
immoral behavior. It is indeed our place to 
be the hand of Christ and protect innocent 
parties.
What does this look like for the local 
church? First, do not overlook a suspicion. 
Second, engage with people, which leads to 
the third point; get the facts. Finally, when 
in doubt, report it. It is better to err on the 
side of caution than to have a human being 
live in abuse at the hand of another.
The church may find it easy to turn a 
blind eye-as in the case of the man who 
had been accused of sexually molesting 
a child. Sometimes people in the secular 
world are more willing to step out on a limb 
to protect the innocent party. I have seen 
the church cover up for abuse by looking 
at it as a “sin” that someone is working on 
and Jesus forgives. Yet, the victims are the 
ones who suffer when the abuse resumes or 
the sinner makes another “mistake.” Do we
simply pray more and give more pastoral 
counsel?
My question has always been “What if 
that was someone you knew or loved on the 
receiving end of the abuse? Wouldn’t you 
want them to be spared immediately?” As 
Christians, the answer must be a resound­
ing “yes!” We need to abide by and teach 
the laws of our land, but it is also crucial 
to know how to listen with grace to those 
who may have made a one time mistake 
—as in the case of the mother who spanked 
her child’s leg instead of his bottom. And as 
the Church we must be discerning enough 
to know the difference.
Kimberlie is a pastor 
and a 1st year M F T stu­
dent.
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Continued from page 1
from leadership are people who are being 
abused likely to expect if they com­
plain about abusive behavior? 
Will this make it easier to tell 
the truth? Easier to ask for 
N H f e  help? It will not. Unfortu­
nately, Dr. Dobson is not 
* 1 ^  alone in adopting such 
victim-hostile rhetoric. It is 
quite common. And it is 




since it does ad­
ditional harm to 
people who have 
already been 
harmed.
There are many 
other things we 
can stop doing. 
I would encour­
age us all to 
spend some time 
thinking of other 
things that would 
be helpful. Fortu­
nately, there are 
also many, many
things the Christian community could start 
doing to become more helpful. Some are 
simple things—demanding little in either 
human or economic resources. Others are 
much more demanding in every way. My 
suggestion is to pick one thing that might 
move a congregation in the right direction 
and to do that one thing—no matter how 
small a movement it may seem. Here are 
just a few possibilities:
We can help our community of faith 
develop policies related to abuse. We can 
do a survey of our congregation to get an 
idea of the extent to which abuse is an is­
sue. We can work with the leadership to 
insure that background checks are done 
on all employees and all volunteers that 
work with children. We can educate staff 
and lay leaders about their legal reporting 
obligations in situations involving abuse. 
We can start a Bible study about abuse. We 
can identify all the abuse-related resources 
in your community, visit these programs, 
and distribute information about them in 
church publications or at church events. 
We can organize people in the congrega­
tion to support local foster-care programs. 
We can organize summer camp programs 
for children at risk or for abused children. 
We can develop support group programs
D ivorce H urts Continued from page 4
for abused children. We can develop abuse 
prevention components for our congrega­
tions’ Christian education program. We can 
help develop support group programs for 
adult survivors of abuse. We can organize 
annual events in connection with Child 
Abuse Prevention Month or some other 
annualized program. These are just a few 
of the practical, achievable goals that you 
could set. (Details and useful links related 
to these and other possibilities can be found 
at http://www.nacronline.com/dox/library/ 
abuse.shtml.)
My final suggestion is to pray. I am con­
vinced that the harvest in this area is plen­
tiful. The workers, however, are few. Pray 
that the Lord of the harvest will send more 
workers into his harvest field.
Dale Ryan is the A s­
sistant Professor o f  R e­
covery Ministry and D i­
rector o f  the Institute fo r  
Recovery Ministry. Ryan 
also serves as the CEO  
o f  Christian Recovery In­
ternational, an organiza­
tion helping the Christian community become a 
safer and more accommodating place fo r  people 
recovering from  addiction, abuse, or trauma.
rassed perhaps, gossiping in some cases, 
but doing little to help children of divorce. 
Perhaps the Church itself feels powerless 
in such overwhelming circumstances, or 
perhaps the Church would rather remain 
silent than rock the boat and risk upsetting 
parents. Many churches do offer support 
groups for divorced adults but only in rare 
cases, do we hear of support groups for 
children of divorce. To model the way of 
Jesus, churches can and should be minis­
tering to the needs of those who are paying 
the highest cost of divorce in this country: 
children. But how can we do it?
I would like to offer these suggestions:
• Educate yourself and your church 
about the problems that children of divorce 
face. Elizabeth Marquardt’s Between Two 
Worlds, David Gushee’s Getting Marriage 
Right, and Stephanie Staal’s The Love They 
Lost are good places to start.
• Pray for children of divorce and show 
a ministry of presence, even if they are 
forced to move away from the area (cards,
letters, phone calls).
• Allow children of divorce to tell their 
stories and to have a voice about situations 
in which they have been left basically pow­
erless. This could make the difference as 
parents sit in the pews contemplating hard 
spots in their own marriages. Listen to the 
suggestions of children of divorce about 
what will minister to their needs.
• Work on reducing conflict, not marriag­
es. Introduce models of conflict resolution 
in your church through practices like skits, 
seminars, and even having a churchwide 
“effective conflict” policy that you teach to 
leaders to use in the classes, etc. This will 
help everyone in the church!
• Support children of divorce during 
childhood and adulthood. It’s a lasting ex­
perience for them. Adult children of di­
vorce need help overcoming fears of con­
flict and models for healthy relationships.1
9. Wallerstein, The Unexpected Legacy o f Divorce, 
56.
• Build communities that support mar­
riage, so that more children won’t have to 
go through such an experience.2
Divorce hurts. However, by turning from 
apathy to action, the Church can send the 
message that the God of Healing is present 
even during our lives’ greatest tragedies.
10. See David Gushee, Getting Marriage Right: 
Realistic Counsel for Saving and Strengthening 
Relationships (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004) 
for information on how to do this.
Laura is a second- 
year student working on 
a Ph.D. in Christian eth­
ics. While a preschool 
teacher fo r  homeless kids, 
she became an expert on 
making animals from  pa ­
per towel rolls and blow­
ing bubbles.
the SEM I • October 30 ,2006  • page 9
F rid a y  N ight M usic
Fri, Nov. 3, 7pm Coffee by the Books
Are you ready to rock out? Ed Horsely is read to rock
your socks off! Join us for coffee and some sweet,
sweet tunes.
A ll-N ight P ra y e r  & W orship 
Fri, Nov 3 ,8pm -  6am, Catalyst 
Feeling tired from your quarter? Come & enjoy G od’s 
presence along with the Fuller community. 10 hours 
o f  continuous worship & prayer, with B J’s curry as a 
“midnight snack.” Join us for part of the night o r all o f 
the night! Various bands & different styles o f prayer. 
W e’ll be committing our year to God as we launch 
into a new year, pray for those who are discouraged; 
and lift up our campus & world. Presented by Fuller 
Fire, a registered campus group that promotes prayer 
& worship, fuller_fire@ yahoo.com
M in istry  E n rich m en t S em inar 
F aith -B ased  Conflict IV ansform ation  II 
Sat, Nov 4,9-12, Payton 101 
A  team from  Christians Empowering Others for Rec­
onciliation with Justice.
F ree  P izza Lunch!
Nov 7 ,12pm
Have you worked with the youth especially in Los 
Angeles? Is youth ministry your passion? Are you 
concerned about youth violence in our cities? I f  you 
are, then we got lunch for you. Attend focus groups 
to discuss peace building among youth. Must RSVP. 
Contact Kinoti — 405.0154-africalive@gmail.com.
M inistry  E n rich m en t S em inar 
C P E  D ay
Wed, Nov 8,11-1, Payton 101
Panel o f  Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) students
and supervisors will present.
AAR /SB L B row n B ag Luncheon 
Nov. 9 ,11:30am - lpm, Faculty Commons 
All are welcomed to jo in  Dr. David Scholer for an in­
formative Brown Bag Lunchoeon on AAR/SBL. This 
year, the annual meeting for the American Academy of 
Religion and the Society o f  Biblical Literature will be 
in Washington D. C. from  Novem ber 18th through the 
21st. This is a  conference where over 10,000 scholars 
and students convene to engage in various theological 
conversations. A regional AAR/SBL will take place 
at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, CA 
in M arch 24-26, 2007. Please bring your lunch and 
inquisitive minds. Kirsten Oh (AAR liaison) is avail­
able at kirstenoh@ gmail.com to answer any questions 
you m ight have regarding the above announcement.
M in istry  E n rich m en t S em inar
Skills fo r M issional L eadersh ip : A View F ro m  the
Field
Thu, Nov 16,6pm-8pm, Geneva Room
Rev. Elmarie Parker, Presbyterian Pastor will present.
SO P  F ree  T h erapy
The School o f Psychology is offering free individual 
therapy to a limited number o f  students and their fam­
ily members on a first-come first-serve basis. Therapy 
is provided by supervised students earning a  doctoral 
degree in clinical psychology. Ideal for relationship is­
sues, life transitions, personal 
growth, stress, sadness, anxi­
ety, self-esteem, and identity 
issues. Duration o f  therapy 
will be determined by need, 
limited only by the duration of 
the academic year. For more 
info, contact Fuller Psycho­
logical and Family Services at 
584.5555.
books on other countries, cultures and religions. Reg­
istered Fuller students, faculty and staff are welcome 
to use Latourette Library free o f  charge. Located at 
1530 E. Elizabeth Street (top floor), the hours are: 
Mon-Fri: 10am-12pm and l:30-5:30pm  (except 5pm 
on Friday) Sat: llam -5pm .
In teg ra tio n a l Sm all G roup  
Do you have the heart to in­
tegrate psychology, missions, 
and theology? Do you care 
about the mental health and 
spiritual needs o f  mission­
aries? Join a community o f 
students every other Thursday 
night fo r thriving discussion 
and fellowship. For time, lo­
cation, and speakers, contact 
Jeff Simons (buckrogers@ 
cp.fuller.edu) o r Hana Shin 
(hana_shin @cp.fuller.edu).
R esearching an o th e r  coun­
try  o r  cu ltu re?
Latourette Library o f William 
Carey Int’l University, asso­
ciated with the U.S. Center 
for World Mission, has many
GRACE PASADEMA
Join us Sundays at 4:30pm
Gathering followed by Q & A  discussion 
Q & Atopic: What will a missional church look like in Pasadena?
Meets at Throop Unitarian, 251S. Los Robles Ave.
Grace Pasadena is a PCA church plant and part of the Redeemer Church Planting Center, NYC
I  WrX/K1A-Ar>TtaChanel
iCffap'éÆànAWà 
ì à t  10 A M T frT rá v isA u d itQ fP W  
Name st E ú rr o vicfsQÉ PaTìiil 
[speSkiMtorf Unseer&fâM
Tx̂ et> o rcv /rrcr-ro p p zrifo  by yo rrsoLr?
fit/Zei- Student" hosts" are ready to  take you to their churchy 
O/rSuj&t- y o u r  G/id tri£t'oduc.& y o u  t o  / / v e /* /5 .
M eet your h o st at th e ¿/¿oeo (intersectlor, o f  fo r d  P/. and Oafr/and) 
and <}o to  ch u rch  together. Open to  a// stu d en ts.
Sun 11/5
All Saints' Pasadena, 11:15 am 
Evangelical Formosa Church (Mandarin), 9:45 am 
First Presbyterian Burbank, 10:15 am 
Mosaic Pasadena, 9:30 am
Sun 11 /19
Christian Assembly, 11:15 am 
Evangelical Formosa Church, 11 am 
Hollywood Presbyterian, 11 am 







Micka Moto Sanchez 
Kathryn Streeter








Transportation not automatically provided. I f  possible, bring your car to campus.
Each group will decide on driving arrangements upon meeting.
Presented by Student Life Sr Services, TGU, PGU, and Office o f  Presbyterian Ministries. Questions? sls^>ffice®dept.fuller.edu
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A d v e r t is e m e n t s
The Services section o f the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality arid 
type of service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f the services listed. ;
S e r v i c e s
Massage Therapy. Serving the Fuller community: Susan 
Young, nationally certified massage therapist. Affordable 
rates and close to Fuller campus. Massage is good self- 
care! Please call 296.3245.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, brakes, 
batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant Auto Service. 1477 
E. Washington Blvd, Pasadena. Call 798.4064 for an ap­
pointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes from Fuller. Owned by 
family of Fuller graduate for 25 years. Discount! Colum­
bia Auto Body. 323.258.0565. Located at 1567 Colorado 
Blvd. in Eagle Rock.
Pasadena Tire. All major brands. New/used tires, align­
ment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. Walnut St. 795.7240. 
Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8-1.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, tune- 
up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 E. Walnut St. 
793.0388. Mon-Fri 8-5:30.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a  Home or other real es­
tate? Call Fuller alumnus David Tomberlin at Sun Coast 
Real Estate at 590.1311.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer Co. is a 
jewelry design, manufacturing, and repair business found­
ed in 1917 and located in the jewelry district of downtown
Los Angeles. Owner Mel Zimmer is a longtime member 
of Glendale Presbyterian Church. Because of our appre­
ciation of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider it 
a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s son Ken 
at 213.622.4510 for information. Also visit our website: 
www.walterzimmer.com.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller SOP 
PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as a statistician 
for thesis and dissertation consultations. Worked on hun­
dreds of projects. Teaches graduate research courses. 
Designing “survivable” research proposals a specialty. 
Methods chapter tune-ups. Survey development. Pro­
vides multivariate data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Sta­
tistical results explained in simple English! Assistance 
with statistical table creation and report write-up. Final 
oral defense preparation. Fuller community discounts. 
Call for free phone consultation. Tom Granoff, PhD. 
310.640.8017. Email tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ 
MasterCard/ AMEX accepted.
Sex Addiction Therapy group for men recovering from 
sex addiction: facilitated by Sam Alibrando, PhD. For 
more information, please call 577.8303.
Interpersonal Therapy G roup. For men and women in­
terested in an intensive growth experience: facilitated by 
Sam Alibrando, PhD. For more information, please call 
577.8303.
Therapy Available. Fuller alumni from MFT program 
offers therapy sessions on a sliding scale. Private prac­
tice setting, can help with depression, anxiety, trauma, 
childhood issues, relational issues, pre-marital and
marital counseling and more. Call Alexine Thompson at 
818.790.9448.
Classroom M anagement Problems? “Strategies for Ef­
fective Teaching” book is the solution to your teaching 
problems. To purchase a copy, call Tim at 213.248.6343.
F O  R  W O R S HI P,;THEOlCOG^
where does 
your latte 








For details on individual sessions, including speaker bios 
and session topics, check: www.fuller.edu/sis
Children in the Midst
Dr. Bryant Myers, Travis, 10am
Children in the Margins
Dr. Desiree Segura-April, Travis, 11am
Global Threats to Children
Dr. Douglas McConnell, Geneva Room, 3pm 
Nov. 9,2006
Children and the Church
Dr. Susan Greener, Travis, 10am
Children in the Kingdom
Dr. Jude Tiersma-Watson, Travis, 11am
Mission to Children afRjsK
Dr. Douglas McConnell, Geneva Room, 3pm



















10:00 am. to 6:00 pm,
All Books Are Further
Discounted Off Marked Prices!
New Books10 % off
Used Boks, 20 % off
Bargain Books, 30% off
We buy and sell new & used 
Biblical Studies, Church History,
Ministry, Philosophy, and Theology
The Archives Bookshop
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